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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Comment "On the sequence of the powers of a given matrix" 
J .  Astin * 
Concerning "On the sequence of the powers of a given 
matrix" by Gunter Meinardus appearing in Vol. 7 (1981), 
No. 3, p. 225 of Journal of Computational nd Applied 
Mathematics, it is worth pointing out that J. ASTIN 
(1965) obtained an explicit formula for the Nth power 
of a given matrix starting from the equivalent of equa- 
tion (3) in the present note by multiplying succesively 
by the latent roots of A and then using Cramer's rule; 
the case of equals being treated in a limiting way. 
An expression i terms of the latent roots of A is also 
N 
given for a series uch as Z a AP from which the 
j=O P 
general results concerning the convergence of such ex- 
pressions i deduced. 
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